Retinoic acid and pattern formation in vertebrates.
Retinoic acid has spectacular teratogenic effects on the development of vertebrate embryos, but whether this has significance for the normal mechanisms of development remains an open question. Recent results from the analyses of Hox gene regulation and the phenotypes of mice mutant for the components of the retinoid signaling pathway suggest that retinoic acid is involved in the genesis of pattern in vivo.